
T H E  LONDON  HOSPITAL  SCANDALS: 
B E I N G   S T A T E M E N T S   T O   T H E   S E L E C T   C O M M I T T E E  OF THE  HOUSE OF LORDS. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  BLUE BOOK, 
AND  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSE  COMMITTEE OF T H E  LONDON HOSPITAL. 

I T has  become our duty,  in  the  interests  ofthe 
sick,‘  and (l11 behalf of Nurses, to  adopt  a 
courw o f  action  which  we  have  hoped 

against hope might  have been rendered 
unnecessary. For some  years it has been well- 
known  in  professional  circles  that  the  Nursing 
Department of the  London  Hospital was in  a 
state of great  inefficiency,  and  that  practices 
were  permitted t here  which  would  not be tolerated, 
for a moment,  at any well-nlanaged  Institution. 
T h e  Tmltlon  Hospital is the  largest i n  t h e  
Kingdom.  It has  an e n o r ~ ~ ~ o u s  poor population 
around i t ,  and its  pecuniary  necessities  are  corrc- 
spnndingly great. It has been the fear of c;lusing 
any check t o  the  subscriptions  ofthe bcncvoll:nt 
which  has  scaled  our  mouths,  and  those of many 
others  who  have  been  equally well aware of 
circumstances  which  have been recently  brought 
before the  public.  Several  ladies  and  gentlemcu 
made,  in  July  last,  charges  against  the  Nursing 
Department of the  Hospital,  before  the  Select 
Committee of t he  IHouse of Lords  then  investi- 
gating  the  management o f  Metropolitan  Hospi- 
tals.  Still tnore damaging  facts  were  elicited 
from  witnesses  examined on behalf ofthe  Hospital. 
All  the  evidence is printed i n  the  Blue Book, 
which  can be obtained from hIessrs. Eyre and 
Spottis\vontlc, o r  t hrough  any  bookseller.  The 
numbers  given  below arc those of the 
questions and ans\vers,  in  the I3lue Book, referred 
to,  in order that  anyone  can vcrify the  entire 
accuracy of o u r  statcments. \Ye, and  many  others, 
earnestly  hoped t ha t  the authorities of the  London 
Hospital  would h a w   o n l y  desired  that  the  truth 
should be Irnown ; would  have f ~ ~ l l y  and c~pcllly 
investigatcd e \wy  charge ,  mid have either  dis- 
proved  them or instituted  every  necessary  reform. 
The  Hospital  then  would have benefited i1nInea- 
surably by thc  criticism  which it had  received. 

What  has  happened,  however,  has  unhappily 
been  widely  different. ‘l’he Committee, or the 
ruling  spirits  amongst  its  number,  first  adopted 
abuse as a substitute for argument ; and  instead 
of  denying the grave charges--which, indeed, was 
impossible-asserted that  they  were  simply  made 
in order to  damage t11e I-IospitaI-a defence so 
fidiculous thqt . .  i t  carried its OWII coqdeulnation 
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